
JOURNEY
CUBA-TO- 

A Cross-Cultural
Educational Exchange
October 1-6, 2016

Organized by Cuba Cultural Travel



ITINERARY
(Subject to Change)

October 1, 2016
Participants will fly independently to Miami and congregate at the Crowne Plaza 
located near the airport at 950 NW Lejeune Rd, Miami, FL 33126. 305-446-9000.  
Accommodations for the night in Miami are included in the cost of the trip.

Day 1  October 2, 2016
9:30 am  Meet in lobby of the hotel for our bus transfer to airport. You will be  
 met in the lobby by your CCT Escort, Chris Cloonan, who will   
 accompany you to the airport and assist with check-in. The flight  
 from Miami to Havana is TBD.

Charters have the following luggage policy: All additional luggage 
fees must be paid in cash at the time of check-in. One carry-on and one 
personal item at no charge*. First checked bag; $20.00. Each additional 
checked bag; $20.00.  70 lbs max weight per bag. 44 lbs allowed free; 
$2.00 per pound over (including carry-on). No luggage fees apply on 
your return to Miami.  *Please be aware that in the event of a full flight 
into Havana you may be required to check your carry-on luggage for an 
additional $20.00 fee.

12:00 pm Depart for Havana. Flight time is approximately 1 hour. 

1:00 pm Arrive Havana.  Clear customs and immigration, a process   
 that takes about 1 hour. 

3:00 pm  Lunch at Paladar Litoral located on the Malecón.  
 
5:00 pm Check-in to Hotel Parque Central. This five star hotel is considered  
 the finest hotel in Havana and perfectly located in the central part  
 of Havana.  Your bags will be dropped off at the hotel and will be   
 waiting for you upon check-in while we explore the historic area   
 surrounding the hotel. All rooms include a safe deposit box free of  
 charge. 

Hotel Parque Central 
Neptuno, esquina Prado y Zulueta, Havana, Cuba
Tel.  53 7 860 6627 

7:00 pm Meet in hotel lobby and walk to Centro Asturianos for a private   
 musical performance and dinner.  Our evening begins with   
 demonstrative lecture on Cuban Music at Bar Asturias by Prof.   
 Alberto Faya who has been working as a musician, professor and  
 researcher within the Cuban musical world since 1973. He has  
 obtained national awards in music and musicology. He will be  
 joined by a trio of musicians who will take us on a musical journey  
 thru the history of Cuba. This will be an interactive experience, with  
 the audience encouraged to engage the lecturers and musicians.
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8:30 pm  Welcome dinner at Paladar San Cristobal.  About a 10-minute walk from Parque Central, this cozy paladar has a 
 reputation of excellence in both atmosphere and local cuisine. The food is refined and balanced (enjoy dishes like 
 gazpacho, tender lobster, crème carmel) and the nostalgic atmosphere is unforgettable, adorned in a unique style of art  
 nouveau. 

Day 2  October 3, 2016 

 Breakfast is served every day at the restaurant in the lobby level from 7:00 am to 10:00 am. 

9:00 am Lecture by Juan Alejandro Triana, a graduate of the University of Havana and a faculty member of the Department of  
 Economics at the Instituto Politechnico Jose Echevarria (ISPJAE). His research and publications have focused on micro- 
 financing in Cuba and Cuba-U.S. economic relations. He will explain the changing policies of privately owned businesses in 
 Cuba and the concept of micro-financing and how it differs from similar programs in other countries. This presentation will  
 take place in a conference room at the Parque Central Hotel.

 Walking tour of Havana Vieja. Please make sure to wear comfortable shoes!

 Visit the Plaza Vieja. This plaza is the oldest plaza in Havana, dating from the 16th century. Learn about the massive  
 historic preservation program which began in this Plaza under the leadership of City Historian, Eusebio Leal.

11:30 am  We visit the Director at the Escuela de Taller where we will learn about the Restoration Project that is underway in Havana  
 Vieja. This urban rehabilitation project is preserving the architectural history and cultural heritage of this beautiful city.  
 We see the students who are learning from builders, woodworkers and other craftsman utilizing traditional handcrafting  
 methods to preserve the authenticity of these once – and soon to be once again - resplendent structures. Faced with  
 challenges such as lack of materials, tools, equipment and even vehicular access to some of these sites, these monumental  
 projects are a testament to the indomitable Cuban spirit to succeed in the face of adversity.

 We stroll through the Plaza de San Francisco, a cobbled plaza surrounded by buildings dating from the 18th century,  
 dominated by the baroque Iglesia and Convento de San Francisco dating from 1719. 

1:00 pm Lunch at Paladar Mercaderes. This elegant and private restaurant in Havana Vieja is receiving rave reviews for the  
 excellent food, service and ambience. 

Visit the Plaza de Armas, a scenic tree-lined plaza formerly at the center of influence in Cuba.  It is surrounded by many of 
the most historic structures in Havana as well as important monuments. 

Visit the Taller de Grafica Experimental located on the Plaza de la Catedral.  The Taller is more than Havana’s 
printmaking workshop. It is a studio, a school and most of all, an art institution that preserves and develops the 
sophisticated art of print making.

We will return to the hotel via Obispo Street, a pedestrian promenade, stopping at some of the most significant buildings 
such as the Art Deco Style La Moderna Poesia, the Ambos Mundos Hotel, and the banks of the former Havana Wall Street. 

Some may choose to visit La Bodeguita del Medio, the most famous of Hemingway’s haunts. Dancing and fun where 
Hemingway enjoyed the famous mojito and famously declared “Mi Daquiri en Floridita y mi Mojito en Bodeguita”.
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Remainder of afternoon free.   

7:30 pm Dinner at La Terraza.

Day 3  october 4, 2016
9:30 am Tour the iconic Hotel Nacional de Cuba overlooking the Straits of Florida and the Malecón. When it opened  in 1930, Cuba  
 was a prime travel destination many illustrious guests including Frank Sinatra, Ava Gardner, John Wayne, Marlene Dietrich,  
 Marlon Brando, and Ernest Hemingway.

 Visit to Instituto Superior de Arte (ISA). One of the few major architectural projects completed in Cuba in the early 1960s,  
 this remarkable post-revolution campus is the premier school in Cuba for students studying music, visual arts and  
 performing arts.  Castro commissioned Cuban architect Ricardo Porro and two Italian architects, Vittorio Garatti and  
 Roberto Gottardi for this tuition-free, educational institute built on a former golf club. “Cuba will count as having the most  
 beautiful academy of arts in the world.” – Fidel Castro (1961)

We will be joined by Architect Universo Francisco Garcia Lorenzo, 1988 graduate of Civil Engineering & Architecture 
Institute in Russia. Universo has done extensive work for the Ministry of Construction La Habana (1988-2010) and is 
currently with the Projects & Engineering Services for the Ministry of Culture. Since 2007 he has also served as a Professor 
of Architectural Design at the Instituto Superior Politecnico in Havana.                          

11:00 am Visit the home of artist José Fuster, who has made a major contribution to rebuilding and decorating the neighborhood.  
 Jaimanitas is now a unique work of public art where Fuster and his neighbors have decorated over 80 houses with colorful  
 ornate murals and domes.  

12:00 pm  Return to the hotel.  Lunch on your own.  

 Remainder of afternoon free.

8:00 pm Dinner at the famous La Guarida Restaurant. One of the best restaurants in Havana and famous not only for its delectable  
 dining, but also as the location for the film “Strawberry and Chocolate.” It is housed on the third floor of a large, old town  
 house carrying the charming ambience of the 1920’s. 
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Day 4   october 5, 2016
vinales valley 

8:30 am Group meets in the hotel lobby and boards our bus for our  
 day trip to Viñales Valley. Considered by many to be the most   
 beautiful place in Cuba, the Viñales Valley National Monument  
 holds stunning landscapes.  The area is also famous for being the  
 premier tobacco growing area in the world. 

11:00 am Continue to the town of Viñales and meet CCT Representative  
 Yaniel Luis. 

12:30 pm Visit a tobacco farm. A member of the family will give us a tour of  
 this beautiful 40-acre farm, privately owned by the large family   
 of Concha and Paco Hernandez. The descendants of Concha  
 and Paco have farmed the same plot of land for many generations  
 and their land is involved in the production of a multitude of  
 fruits, vegetables, grain and tobacco. Lunch will be a on the farm,  
 organized by the extended family of Concha and Paco Hernandez. 

2:00 pm Visit the home of Ramón Vázquez León, an artist born in Viñales,  
 Pinar del Río, who graduated from the National School of Fine   
 Arts in Havana. Ramon creates fantastic worlds full of allusions   
 with his bright colors.

3:30 pm Return to Havana.   

 Dinner on your own.   Suitable recommendations will be provided.

Day 5   october 6, 2016
10:00 am  Visit the Museum of Cuban Art. We will be greeted by art   
 historian Aylet Ojeda. The museum is dedicated exclusively to  
 Cuban Art from the earliest days of colonialism to the latest   
 generation of Cuban artists. 

11:00 am   Board our bus and depart for La Finca Vigía. Formerlythe home   
 of Ernest Hemingway, today it still houses his expansive  
 collection of books. It was here where he wrote two of his most   
 celebrated novels: For Whom the Bell Tolls and The Old Man and   
 the Sea. Please keep in mind that there are restrictions on passage  
 to preserve the house in the intact state that Hemingway left it.
 
1:30 pm         Lunch at Paladar El Ajiaco.
 
 Return to the Hotel.

 Optional visit to the Arts & Crafts Market, a great place to   
 interact with local, everyday artisans. You’ll find just about  
 anything here, a great place to find souvenirs or gifts for your   
 friends and family back home.

6:00 pm    Private performance by the Havana Youth Orchestra at San   
 Felipe Neri in Habana Vieja.

7:30 pm Dinner at Paladar Rio Mar.  
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Day 6  October 7, 2016
 
 Morning free.

12:00 pm Check-out of the hotel and depart for the airport. 

2:45 pm Flight departs Havana for Miami on TBD, operated by TBD. Flight duration is 1 hour.

3:45 pm Arrive in Miami. Clear customs and connect with flights home. 

* Tips may be given to your Cuban guide and driver at this time. The recommended tip is 5-7CUC per day, per passenger for 
your guide and 3-5CUC per day, per passenger for your driver.

BE SURE TO COLLECT YOUR BELONGINGS FROM THE SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN YOUR ROOM

  PASSPORT
  TOURIST CARD/VISA
  PLANE TICKET
  OFAC LETTER OF AUTHORIZATION

Note about Purchasing Art in Cuba: 

The U.S. Government allows US travelers to bring back an unlimited amount of Cuban art and informational materials such as books and CDs.  
If you feel you might be interested in purchasing art during your stay in Cuba you should carry additional money to pay on the spot. Your hotel 
rooms includes a safe deposit box in which you can keep your valuables safe.  

Acquiring additional money via an ATM machine in Cuba is not possible.  Some of the more established artists could possibly have U.S. 
bank accounts in which the payment can be wired. The art can normally be brought home and payment sent at a future date. Our first 
recommendation is that you bring additional cash.

* Please note: This is a “working” itinerary. There may be some changes, additions and/or subtractions to the final itinerary. All 
venues and artist’s studios are subject to final confirmations. Be assured that any changes made will be done to enhace the total 
porgram, and to promote a smooth operaton of the tour.
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TRIP COST
6 DAYS AND 5 NIGHTS
 

DOUBLE, PER PERSON: $3,900
SINGLE OCCUPANCY: $4,900

CUSTOM DESIGNED
PROGRAM INCLUDES

Itinerary design and coordination•	
Accommodations in Miami at the Crowne Plaza (standard room)•	
Round trip airfare Miami-Havana-Miami•	
Compliance with US Treasury Department•	
5 Star Hotel Parque Central Havana (standard room) •	
All ground transportation•	
Full time private tour escort & local guide•	
Daily breakfast•	
Meals as listed in itinerary•	
Entrance fees to museums etc.•	
Bottled water on bus and in room•	
Cuban Tourist Card/Visa •	
Cuban Insurance (heath and evacuation)•	
Gratuities for restaurants and porters•	
Departure tax •	

eXCLUDES 
  

Airline baggage fees•	
Domestic airfare to/from Miami•	
Gratuities for guide and driver•	
Individualized hotel expenses (mini bar, room service, laundry fees, etc)•	
Trip cancellation insurance•	
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